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TOP 25 CHEMOTHERAPY AND TARGETED CANCER PRODUCTS, 2013
Category leaders, ranked by US sales, and their media spend

     2013 US journal   2012 US journal 
   US sales dollars % change  vs. spend dollars  % change vs. spend dollars  % change vs. 
Rank Product Manufacturer (millions) prior 12 months (thousands) prior 12 months (thousands) prior 12 months

1 Rituxan Genentech/Roche $3,299.8 5.1% $0.0  0.0% $0.0  N/A

2 Avastin Genentech/Roche $2,697.4 2.8% $1,844.0  21.1% $1,523.0  -37.9% 

3 Herceptin Genentech/Roche $1,945.7 5.3% $0.0  0.0% $0.0  -100.0%

4 Gleevec Novartis $1,900.3 9.6% $0.0  0.0% $0.0  -100.0% 

5 Alimta Eli Lilly $1,197.1 5.4% $666.0  >100.0% $92.0  -92.3%

6 Xgeva Amgen $788.6 19.2% $1,441.0  -32.9% $2,346.0  -2.4% 

7 Zytiga Johnson & Johnson $775.9 64.9% $4,818.0  -1.8% $5,221.0  >100.0%

8 Xeloda Genentech/Roche $754.7 7.0% $88.0  >100.0% $22.0  -96.0% 

9 Afinitor Novartis $720.7 69.8% $2,573.0  96.9% $1,307.0  9.2%

10 Treanda Cephalon/Teva $681.4 14.9% $841.0  -38.3% $1,365.0  -1.8% 

11 Erbitux BMS/Imclone $651.6 -3.4% $1,096.0  46.4% $749.0  -70.3%

12 Tarceva Genentech/Roche $641.6 5.4% $110.0  -73.8% $419.0  -66.1% 

13 Velcade Takeda $625.6 -12.5% $415.0  -73.5% $1,564.0  >100.0%

14 Sprycel Bristol-Myers Squibb $560.1 42.2% $404.0  -28.8% $568.0  -51.4% 

15 Yervoy Bristol-Myers Squibb $558.5 6.3% $235.0  -71.4% $823.0  -39.7%

16 Revlimid Celgene $545.2 -1.9% $1,155.0  >100.0% $0.0  0.0% 

17 Abraxane Celgene $523.2 45.2% $1,174.0  >100.0% $618.0  21.2%

18 Tasigna Novartis $497.7 24.0% $0.0  -100.0% $1,218.0  -22.5% 

19 Cyclophosphamide Generic $385.0 64.7% $0.0  N/A $0.0  N/A

20 Temodar Merck $338.7 -17.6% $0.0  -100.0% $112.0  -83.2% 

21 Sutent Pfizer $336.2 5.5% $181.0  -39.4% $299.0  -65.6%

22 Faslodex AstraZeneca $327.4 5.7% $844.0  >100.0% $0.0  0.0% 

23 Vidaza Celgene $313.7 -13.3% $0.0  0.0% $0.0 N/A

24 Kyprolis Onyx/Amgen $307.7 >100.0% $554.0  >100.0% $250.0 N/A 

25 Docetaxel Generic $289.4 -38.8% $0.0  0.0% $0.0  -100.0%

Sources: Sales, IMS Health; journals, Kantar Media        

in research could be spent on immunotherapy research during the 
next nine years, according to the Citigroup report. But the pay-off 
could be substantial: The immunotherapy market could reach $35 
billion a year within the next nine years, according to Citigroup.

Earlier this summer, the annual meeting of the American Society 
of Clinical Oncology (ASCO 2014) was awash with encouraging 
research from scores of researchers working in immunotherapy.

But perhaps most startling were results from a small, federally 
funded Phase-II study, in which two patients experienced complete 
cancer remission after an immunotherapy treatment known as adop-
tive T-cell therapy (see sidebar). The study, according to Dr. David 
Hafler, principal investigator at the Hafler Lab at Yale University, 
was nothing short of a “breakthrough.”

Meanwhile, the Big Four in immunotherapy also released research 
promising major advances in cancer treatment. Merck presented 
study results revealing that 69% of patients treated with its drug 
MK-3475 (pembrolizumab) were still alive—a year after tests began.

The results were considered especially impressive, given that 
more than half of the 411 patients in the study were in the most 
advanced stages of melanoma, and 77% had been treated with other 
drugs—including Bristol-Myers Squibb’s Yervoy.

Yervoy is viewed as an industry standard, and the therapy to beat.
“The overall survival data for pembrolizumab is outstanding,” 

says Kantar Health’s Hawthorne. “Until three years ago, the one-
year survival rate for metastatic melanoma was 30-40%. Yervoy 
improved those outcomes to approximately 50%, and to now see 

pembrolizumab increase survival further to 69%—74% in Yervoy-
naïve patients—is very exciting. Essentially these new agents have 
doubled survival in just a short three years. What will be even more 
influential is to see the longer-term follow-up.” 

MK-3475 is another immunotherapy drug that has been awarded 
a Breakthrough Therapy designation by the FDA. By the close of 
2014, Merck plans to have more than 24 clinical trials up-and-running 
focused on MK-3745—which will target 30 tumor types, according 
to Ian McConnell, a Merck press spokesperson. 

Perhaps even more encouraging was research data released 
at ASCO by BMS, which studied a treatment regimen using two 
immuno therapy drugs to combat melanoma. With that study, the 
company reported a one-year survival rate of 94% and a two-
year survival rate of 88% when two of its immunotherapy drugs—
nivolumab and Yervoy—were used together to fight advanced 
melanoma.

Says Kantar Health’s Hawthorne: “The gains being made in 
survival of melanoma are very significant. One-year OS data is our 
earliest glimpse at the effectiveness of these agents and regimens, 
but we also need longer follow-up to see how the curves taper or 
plateau. Historical five-year survival rate for metastatic melanoma is 
less than 15%. Could the single agent or combinations of immuno-
therapeutics raise that to 30%? 50%? Higher? Will we eventually 
start talking about ‘cure’ in patients with metastatic disease?”

In an interview with MM&M, inThought’s Engelsgjerd echoes 
her assessment: “These results are potentially transformational with 


