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TOP 25 INFECTIOUS DISEASES PRODUCTS, 2013
Category leaders, ranked by US sales, and their media spend

							       US DTC 		  US journal	
			   US sales $	 Vs. prior	 TRx	 Vs. prior	 media $ 	 Vs. prior	 media $ 	  Vs. prior
Rank	 Product	 Manufacturer	 (millions)	 12 months	 (000s)	 12 months	 (000s)	 12 months	 (000s)	 12 months

1	 Atripla	 BMS/Gilead	 $2,886.6	 3.1%	 1,208.0	 -6.1%	 $160.3 	 -80.0%	 $334.0 	 -66.8%

2	 Truvada	 Gilead	 $2,257.9	 0.8%	 1,521.0	 -3.4%	 $57.0 	 >100.0%	 $227.0 	 >100.0%

3	 Rebif	 EMD Serono/Pfizer	 $1,273.8	 3.9%	 252.0	 -18.2%	 $46.3 	 >100.0%	 $0.0 	 -100.0%

4	 Avonex	 Biogen Idec	 $1,245.5	 -25.2%	 238.0	 -32.8%	 $214.5 	 -38.4%	 $900.0 	 -16.8%

5	 Isentress	 Merck	 $1,023.2	 10.8%	 777.0	 4.0%	 $290.3 	 5.0%	 $531.0 	 >100.0%

6	 Doxycycline HYCLAT	 Generic	 $1,010.9	 >100.0%	 13,287.0	 -14.5%	 $0.0 	 N/A	 $0.0 	 0.0%

7	 Prezista	 Johnson & Johnson	 $999.8	 21.7%	 725.0	 14.5%	 $308.5 	 N/A	 $1,296.0 	 76.2%

8	 Reyataz	 Bristol-Myers Squibb	 $941.3	 -1.1%	 694.0	 -8.6%	 $145.5 	 -75.1%	 $654.0 	 -20.6%

9	 Betaseron	 Bayer HealthCare	 $812.6	 1.1%	 149.0	 -16.3%	 $0.0 	 N/A	 $0.0 	 -100.0%

10	 Prevnar 13	 Pfizer	 $809.2	 3.7%	 7.0	 >100.0%	 $1.5 	 -98.8%	 $133.0 	 -90.0%

11	 Avonex Pen	 Biogen Idec	 $771.2	 >100.0%	 145.0	 >100.0%	 $0.0 	 N/A	 $0.0 	 0.0%

12	 Zyvox	 Pfizer	 $728.8	 2.1%	 195.0	 -6.3%	 $0.0 	 N/A	 $733.0 	 -11.5%

13	 Zostavax	 Merck	 $705.9	 7.7%	 2,308.0	 0.7%	 $51,157.1 	 11.1%	 $0.0 	 -100.0%

14	 Incivek	 Vertex	 $701.9	 -48.4%	 33.0	 -54.2%	 $0.0 	 N/A	 $0.0 	 -100.0%

15	 Gardasil	 Merck	 $676.0	 15.7%	 44.0	 12.8%	 $48,794.4 	 11.8%	 $0.0 	 0.0%

16	 Tamiful	 Roche	 $650.1	 84.3%	 5,319.0	 60.4%	 $50,482.5 	 57.0%	 $0.0 	 -100.0%

17	 Cubicin	 Cubist	 $632.2	 3.9%	 44.0	 0.0%	 $0.0 	 N/A	 $762.0 	 16.2%

18	 Complera	 Gilead	 $630.9	 82.3%	 270.0	 69.8%	 $1,036.5 	 39.0%	 $1,449.0 	 -7.1%

19	 Stribild	 Gilead	 $605.5	 >100.0%	 192.0	 >100.0	 $1,724.5 	 >100.0%	 $1,462.0 	 >100.0%

20	 Viread	 Gilead	 $603.7	 13.3%	 601.0	 3.1%	 $0.1 	 N/A	 $674.0 	 >100.0%

21	 Epzicom	 ViiV Healthcare	 $539.8	 6.3%	 427.0	 -1.4%	 $0.0 	 N/A	 $679.0 	 N/A

22	 Varivax	 Merck	 $497.6	 -39.1%	 24.0	 41.2%	 $0.0 	 N/A	 $0.0 	 N/A

23	 Norvir	 AbbVie	 $489.0	 -3.2%	 1,383.0	 -1.2%	 $0.0 	 N/A	 $0.0 	 N/A

24	 Fluzone	 Sanofi Pasteur	 $475.8	 >100.0%	 3,809.0	 >100.0	 $5,002.3 	 -74.4%	 $221.0 	 -81.6%

25	 Pneumovax 23	 Merck	 $473.0	 6.3%	 765.0	 21.6%	 $1.8 	 -99.3%	 $180.0 	 -84.0%

Sources: Sales/TRx, IMS Health; DTC media spend, Nielsen; journals, Kantar Media.								      
Note: List includes products FDA indicates as approved for treating AIDS, hepatitis B/C and bacterial infections, as well as vaccines and other antivirals.					   
			 

I-MAK pegs a truly affordable HCV regimen at less than $500.
Gilead has been working with physicians to buttress its phar-

macoeconomic posture. During a Q1 investor meeting following 
the European liver meeting EASL, during which several HCV 
contenders reported their own clinical data, Gilead President John 
Milligan said, “The value of a cure [is] underestimated in terms of 
the overall advantage to the healthcare system.”

While doctors recognize Sovaldi’s high cost, they attribute the 
controversy to mushrooming demand. Notes Dr. Ian Frank, an 
infectious-disease expert from the University of Pennsylvania, 
“It is not necessarily that much more expensive to cure people 
with sofosbuvir and simeprevir than it was to treat with a protease 
inhibitor plus interferon and ribavirin. It is just that the demand 
has increased exponentially.” During the first quarter, an estimated 
30,000 patients received Sovaldi.

Dr. Jonathan Fenkel, a hepatologist and director of the Hepati-
tis C Center at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital, points out 
another unique circumstance that boosted Sovaldi’s launch: “Many 
patients were waiting and anticipating the launch of sofosbuvir for 
the past year, creating pent-up demand.” 

Prescriptions are likely to slow in the third quarter, Fenkel says, 
in anticipation of the release of the next generation of all-oral treat-
ment, expected to be available in the next six months.

To strengthen its position internationally, Gilead is in deliberations 
with India-based pharmaceutical companies about manufacturing 

Sovaldi and offering it to developing countries at approximately 
$2,000 per treatment course.

Gilead is responding to its mounting competition by grooming 
a successor: an HCV single-tablet regimen (STR) that combines 
Sovaldi with ledipasvir (LDV), an NS5a inhibitor. With the FDA’s 
Breakthrough Therapy designation and a 2,000-patient Phase-III 
clinical program dubbed “ION” at its back, the HCV STR could 
debut in the latter part of the year. 

Response rates in the 8- and 12-week arms evaluating the once-
daily Sovaldi/ledipasvir combo pill without ribavirin ranged from 
94% to 98%. “Gilead is likely to remain dominant because they will 
be offering the most convenient option and have studied it across a 
broad range of patient types,” says inThought’s Hoggatt. “Plus, we 
envision that as competition intensifies, companies will work with 
managed care and start negotiating prices.”

The first competition to Sovaldi will likely be AbbVie’s 3D com-
bination regimen. Like the Sovaldi/ledipasvir combo pill, 3D also 
received a Breakthrough Therapy designation and could be approved 
before the end of 2014. 3D combines ABT-450, boosted with rito-
navir (an HIV protease inhibitor and pharmacokinetic enhancer), 
ombitasvir (ABT-267), and dasabuvir (ABT-333). 

Analysts are upbeat on AbbVie’s prospects, especially given data 
it recently presented on the seriously ill segment of patients. “During 
the latest European liver meeting, AbbVie has been focusing more 
on genotype 1, especially difficult-to-treat patients such as prior 


